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I. The Logan Dossier

1. Preface

This bulletin documents the facts and findings lead-
ing to the expulsion of Bill Logan from the international
Spartacist tendency, now International Communist League
(Fourth Internationalist), at our first delegated Interna-
tional Conference in August 1979. Logan had been
national chairman of the Spartacist League of Australia
and New Zealand (now Spartacist League/Australia) dur-
ing its formative period, 1972-77, national chairman of
the Spartacist League/Britain at the time of its founding
in 1978 and a member of the International Executive
Committee (IEC), the leading body of the iSt/ICL. Logan
was investigated by an International Control Commis-
sion, tried and found guilty of crimes against communist
morality during his tenure as SL/ANZ national chairman
and shown to be a “proven, massive liar and a sexual
sociopath who manipulated the private lives of comrades
for reasons of power politics and his own aberrant appe-
tites and compulsions in the guise of Marxism” (‘“Motion
and Vote on the Findings of the Trial Body”). By a unan-
imous vote, the conference delegates resolved that Logan
had no place in the iSt and “cannot be and should never
have been a member of a working-class organization.”

Following Logan’s expulsion, we took the unusual
step of publicly releasing three internal bulletins titled
“On the Logan Regime” (International Discussion Bul-
letin No. 10, Parts I and II, January 1979; Part III
[International Information Bulletin No. 16], November
1983). The first and second of these deal with the fight
against Logan’s abusive regime in the SL/B and some
initial re-examination of the Logan period in the Aus-
tralian section. The third contains materials related to
the SL/ANZ charges and the trial, including the reports
from the trial body to the conference and excerpts of
the floor discussion. Some of the material in this bul-
letin was originally assembled for inclusion in one or
more additional bulletins at the time, but has remained
unpublished until now. Other materials in this bulletin
were retrieved from our party archives or transcribed
from the tape recordings of the trial proceedings.

What Logan did to the Australian comrades first
emerged at a national gathering of the SL/ANZ in Janu-
ary 1979. A couple of months before that, in October
1978, Logan had been ousted as national chairman of the
SL/B, resigning from the post after a sharp political con-
frontation. During his 18 months in Britain, Logan had
shown himself to be unfit to lead the section. He was
duplicitous in his dealings with the iSt center, the Interim
Secretariat (I.S.—now International Secretariat), and
with his peers on the IEC; abusive in his treatment par-
ticularly of women comrades, and heavy-handed in his
response to criticism or disagreement from SL/B mem-
bers. At the time, the Logan regime in Britain was seen
as a bureaucratic aberration, the result of an insecure,
trigger-happy leader who was in over his head. Logan
remained on the IEC and, at considerable party expense,

he and his wife and collaborator, Adaire Hannah, were
transferred to New York to work in the L.S.

No one could then imagine that a leading member of
our communist organization could be the monstrous
sociopath Logan was soon proved to be. Logan’s abusive
practices were constrained in the SL/B by its frequent
contact with the international leadership and its core of
mature cadre. The SL/ANZ, on the other hand, was a dis-
tant section with relatively inexperienced young com-
rades. But the fight in Britain unlocked and catalyzed a
process of re-examination by the SL/ANZ membership.
This came to a head at the SL/ANZ national gathering,
as comrades began revealing to each other and to the vis-
iting L.S. representative, Reuben Samuels, painful expe-
riences they had long kept to themselves for fear of being
“disloyal.” The SL/ANZ conference saw an outpouring
of traumatic recollections and accusations.

Those accusations were subsequently codified in a
resolution of the SL/ANZ Central Committee (see
“Charges from the SL/ANZ Central Committee”). An
International Control Commission (ICC) was appointed
by the IEC. It was charged with amassing and weighing
the evidence and was constituted as a trial body to pur-
sue further testimony and reach a verdict in the case.
This trial body was made up of comrades from through-
out the international who were highly regarded for their
integrity and had had no significant previous involve-
ment with Logan. It was chaired by comrade Martha
Phillips (Piper) from the SL/U.S., who was murdered in
Moscow in 1992 while fighting to cohere a Trotskyist
nucleus in the face of the counterrevolutionary tide that
destroyed the Soviet Union. The trial body included
other comrades from the SL/U.S. and from the Cana-
dian and German sections of the iSt. Also serving on
the trial body was the veteran Sri Lankan Trotskyist
Edmund Samarakkody, whose organization had until
then been engaged in fraternal relations with the iSt for
some time. Comrades Toni R. and Rachel W. served as
recording secretary and support counsel, respectively,
for the Commission. Comrade Dave Reynolds of the
SL/ANZ Central Committee acted as prosecutor on
behalf of the Australian complainants.

In the months before the trial, over three dozen state-
ments and documents totaling hundreds of pages were
submitted by SL/ANZ members and other comrades
offering detailed testimony of Logan’s acts, and by
Logan and Hannah in his defense. More than 30 wit-
nesses testified in person at the trial, which took place
over a period of four days immediately preceding
the formal opening of the International Conference.
Several hundred pages of documentary evidence from
the period of the Logan/Hannah regime—minutes,
memoranda, political correspondence and extracts of
some personal correspondence—were also available to
the Control Commission. Logan had the right to cross-






